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From Reinterpretation of the Contemporary History of
Liberation to Anti-Japan Tribalism

The Devolution of New-Right Economics in South Korea

Ahn, Hyeon Hyo

Daegu University, Professor, Department of Social Studies Education

This paper examines the devolutionary development of new-right economics in
South Korea based on the readings of Reinterpretation of the Contemporary
History of Liberation and Anti-Japan Tribalism. Reinterpretation of the Contempo-
rary History of Liberation attempts to combine conservative statism and reaction-
ary romanticism in order to criticize left-wing nationalism. On the other hand,
Anti-Japan Tribalism interprets left-wing nationalism as a kind of tribalism, while,
at the same time, its own ideology fails to move away from to the imperialistic
tribalism of Japanese right-wing nationalism. Both works reveal the devolutionary
process of new-right economics from a grand project employing various theories to
criticize left-wing nationalism to a regressive approach of interpreting nationalism
as tribalism. This study highlights the failure of new-right economics to move
beyond the middle capitalism theory, which was its ideological origin despite
empbhasizing facts and empirical evidence as the cause behind such devolution. The
self-contradictory criticism of progressive nationalism as being regressive made it

inevitable for the new-right economics’ theoretical project to collapse.

W Keywords: Nationalism, Tribalism, New-right economics, Social formation
debate, Statism
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