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Collective rituals after collective effervescence

A Durkheimian analysis of Hong Kong protests against the

Extradition Law

Choi, Kyu Youn
Chung-Ang University DAAD-Center for German and European Studies,
Resarch professor
Park, Han Bi

Yonsei University BA student

This paper sheds light on the 2019-2020 Hong Kong protests from the
perspective of Durkheimian ritual theories. What were the outcomes of the
collective rituals practiced during the peak of the protests, and what remains of
those outcomes after the protests were forcefully suppressed? Durkheim and
Durkheimian ritual theories elaborate on the transformative energies emerging
from the collective sentiments and solidarity building of social movements,
drawing on the sacred—profane dichotomy, collective effervescence, liminality, and
communitas. Employing these concepts, our study analyzes the ritual practices
performed both at the peak of the Hong Kong protests in 2019 and the period of
suppression which followed in 2020. This analysis particularly focuses on the
legacies of the mass demonstrations in 2019, advancing understanding of the
far-reaching outcomes of collective rituals. Our findings reveal that the
participants of the protests in June 2019 experienced intense collective
effervescence centered on the sacred-profane dichotomies of Britain versus China
and democracy versus socialism to reach liminality and develop communitas. In

the subsequent period after the enactment of the new national security law for
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Hong Kong in 2020, the people of Hong Kong practiced commemorative rituals to
perpetuate the memories of collective effervescence. Moreover, those who left
Hong Kong to escape oppression continued to practice collective rituals in multiple
locations around the world, expanding the sacred values of the Hong Kong protests
as a part of the universal value of democracy. Based on this analysis, we argue that,
when collective action is suppressed, transformative energy emerging from
collective effervescence becomes embedded within those practicing collective
rituals as the ‘collective memory of the sacred’ which consolidates over time. This
collective memory becomes a perpetual driver that is independent from the
collective effervescence, and through the entry into global civil society, evolves

into the universal expansion of the sacred values held up by the collective rituals.

W Keywords: Hong Kong, Anti-extradition law amendment bill movement,

Durkheim, Collective effervescence, Commemorative rituals



