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Haitai Confectionery Women'’s Eight Hour Day
Movement

Resistance against the Reduction of Life into Labor

Kim, Bo-Hyeon

Korean Politics, Sung Kyun Kwan University

This study describes the conditions, details, and actors of eight-hour day
movement waged by the women at the Haitai Confectionery from July 1979 to
February 1980 based on the facts identified from existing literature and through
oral data collection. In particular, this study emphasizes the following three
aspects: (D the ‘spirit of capitalism’ and the status of ‘time’ (the conditions that
gave rise to the movement), @ the Labor Standards Act (the main weapon wielded
by the actors of the movement), 3 masculine governance(the order of oppression).
In doing so, this study connects to the discussion and reflection on the meaning of
the eight-hour day movement as well as the nature and characteristics of the labor

movement and economic growth during the Park Chung-hee administration.

W Keywords: Capitalism, Masculine governance, Labor, Time, Women
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