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Abstract

‘A beautiful young man’ Chun Tae-il and Irony of the
Authenticity Discourse

Kim, Sung-eun

Hanshin University

Looking at the bust sculpture of Chun Tae-il on the bridge after his
name in Cheonggye Stream and various kinds of his biographies for
children, we can see that the official memory of him has been established
after the long struggle of memories. Among the various cultural
representations of Chun Tae-il, the film <Single Spark(The Beautiful
Y oung man Chun Tae-il)> contributed greatly to making him asymbol of
authenticity. Today, the hegemonic discourse about Chun Tae-il is
represented by authenticity.

Although the authenticity discourse contributed to the popularization
of Chun Tae-il, it standardized representations and didn’t show various
aspects of him. Therefore the memories and representations against the
hegemonic discourse should be raised constantly by diverse and new
viewpoints. But serious problems come from the authenticity discourse
itself. Authenticity is virtually an empty signifier, but it is easy to use as
an ideological tool inthat it is ethics only evaluated by others. It serves as
a shield for the strong to avoid responsibility and is constantly
constrained to the weak as a qualification to be proved. After authenticity

of ‘abeautiful young man’ became hegemonic, the spirit of Chun Tae-il
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as a labor activist was disappeared and ‘the order to prove authenticity’
only remained.

Chun Tae-il, Struggle of Memories, Representation,
Authenticity Discourse, Proving Authenticity
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