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Abstract

A Study on the Ritual of International Women’s Day
and Progressive Women’s Solidarity in Korea

Shin, Sang-Sook

Seoul National University

International Women’s Day and various events to celebrate it have
contributed not only to expressing their needs and aspirations but also
strengthening solidarity among women in each society. It is not an
exaggeration to say that the commemoration ceremony of International
Women’s Day, which is held around March 8 every year, is a local
mobilization process of the women’s movement with a global symbol of
women’s solidarity.

In Korea, the commemoration of the International Women’s Day
commenced in the 1920s, the Japanese occupation period. However the
act of commemoration disappeared in the South Korean territory through
the Korean division and the Korean War. It was the progressive women’s
organizations that emerged in the 1980s, the period of military regime,
that revived the tradition of commemoration. The progressive women’s
groups participating in the new women’s movement in pursuit of social
democracy held the first Korean Women’s Day Convention on March 8,
1985. This is important as a starting point for the coalition building,
which made it possible to launch the Korean Women’s Association

United(KWAU), the umbrella organization of the progressive women’s

movement.
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The purpose of this study is to analyze the collective practice of the
women’s movement in commemoration of International Women’s Day
such as the Korean Women’s Day Convention. The Korean Women’s
Day Convention has been developed from a rally declaring the positions
and demands of the women’s movement to cultural festivals by changing
the form and contents of the ritual. In this Article, I analyzed the Korean
Women’s Day Convention from 1985 to 2016, and examine the

proliferation process of the rituals held at the local level.

International Women’s Day, Korean Women’s Day Convention,
Women’s Movement, Women’s Solidarity, Coalition Building, Ritual Analysis
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