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Abstract

The Dynamics Between Functional System Logic and
Normative Logic in South Korean Social Economy

Kim, Joohwan
Dongguk University

Solidarity and democracy are the core values that the social economy is
aiming for. However, they are practiced in tensions and conflicts between
functional logic and normative one associated with the practices for achieving
the both values. This paper aims to investigate these tensions and conflicts by
exploring social economy activists’ understanding of solidarity and
democracy. Six social economy activists were interviewed in June, 2016. The
main results of the analysis are as follows: On the one hand, normative aspects
of solidarity and democracy, which are understood by the activists, are at
higher risk of being captured into the functional system logic in the era of
neoliberalism or post-welfare state. In this sense, the values of solidarity and
democracy in social economy are likely to be deployed as functional
supplements for the government’s management of risks derived from growing
economic inequality and the welfare budget-cut. On the other hand, activists
continuously resist to this tendency in order to rehabilitate normative
dimension of social economy. They challenge the government’s definitions of
‘social economy’ and ‘social,” and redefine these terms with emphasizing their
normative and critical dimensions; they resist to the government’s intention to

b}

pass its’ traditional responsibility for welfare onto social economy

organizations; they continuously try to combine their practices with broader
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political struggles. These results demonstrate that social economy is a kind of
battlefield in which the functional system logic of the state power and the
logic of normative resistance to it compete and struggle with each other. In this
sense, we need to pay attention to these dynamic tensions and conflicts
between these two logics operating in the practices of social economy, beyond
both presumed optimism and pessimism about the practices of social economy

in achieving resistant solidarity and democracy.

Social Economy, Solidarity, Democracy, Normative Criticism,
Function
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