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Abstract

The Industrial Democracy in Germany

A Critical View

Kang, Su-Dol

Korea University

There has been much expectation and requirement of society for
industrial democracy beyond political democracy. Particularly, while
the political democracy in South Korea has been proceeded to
considerable extent since the democratization process from 1987 on,
the state of economic and industrial democracy in Korea is still
limping along.

In this respect the efforts of the Metropolitan Seoul to
institutionalize Workers’ Director at board level in public enterprises
like the Seoul Subway Cor. seem to be inspiring. However, whether
this form of institutional arrangements could lead to a substantial
realization of industrial democracy is yet uncertain.

In this context this paper investigates, at first, the German case of
industrial democracy in terms of its history and institution, and then
its contradictory dual aspects in realizing the industrial democracy
through workers’ participation in management. Finally, theoretical as

well as practical implications are discussed.
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