obg T vl
wup ARSI RIS 5ol

o &,

Hute] WFF=o] FA ofaJofe] WIFFo] HAo] thgh vimpnlFo] ¥ilS ofAjo}
U] oM 7T ¢ e 73E 2 =ojA] 7wt 18d A o] wiel] =
MM s FFoEo]l AT T TSl 1988\ el vls=d tiF4] HFF
o] Aol WutoA] Loyttt WupulFe WFFoet AFE YRt ey 83t
AX WHulo| A WIFFol= o5 o] A 3]

BrlRle) gme] wWiAS kel WA 1962 BRE WFAew AW 4R
W A AP el vkl ARRFE F vk MRS FYshy
A A AGAE APk FTe Frkel AP wek AsFe] Tz

2
i
(Burma Socialist Programme Party) 2] @7} B0t} AA 2, 2Fho] FXela A=/
g 7 R AT ALsFe] AAY] ZE delel dEiA rhddt =7kE A=t
Aotk Hmk= 261370 AREA o] % HWl= Fo] skt H At 1988 8, A
Al =Rl dF=A A ufol] daeh= M-S b WFFe], 2k v A A] 9
AAE 879 19889 Wmpoll= ZHe HIFFo] ofFo] $hr). XN vlFFo]
o

Ze1gk ergty} i U2 o] Fujele] oA Eo] Wl vi= 198849

-63-



3]

A
Tl

ol

o)

‘_'24
o} ey

=
T

]

1988wlof Efo]-—H

§l_1:!

o
T

3h

A

9

1990wl A A

off BAAY A= =oAL, 9

=

=

1o

o 75

=
=

o)Al 17o] At} eluh W

A= Foll oAl dnbdA

A

s

=]

Folth. &
woke] MFEFo of

o} 1,3007 <]
1990 AANA XMEH o FxA}

il

o
ol

o] o3| o]xutel Hot vk e

—
=S

el u

100,000

=

or
e

=] d

il

X

i
o}

R4

dt} w5 of

fof

on

!

[e)

=

al

Pl

b

3

s

g olug 71744

H

LN

h:)

o¥ael A, A A

=

o

R

=

g

17:52) 4
A7} wet w

=
R

aach

AL ofAloby

&+

<

ofo

3}

1

pis

]

A
fia

SSN

g

o =
=S 5

d

%
LS

o &

\=]
=

th 3t ]

5
T

1

o
yul

7
gt

1=5

™

FEA Aol gl 29 Fhev] FF wA8AS
1o

=

=

A]

1)

Aokt v el

-
R

AAANZ = vk ey AN =euA

o]}
oj@ ) %3}

ok
=2

el

B
il

o

o)

-64 -



TH AL vk TRy R Selld FdHom doks A2 ofds] ofyuh gl
&

o]
3219 WFEA IF AolE 75He BAL Ak o] ojrh,
[e]

3 % YN Q8 1M BERcks Wy Agstl A Qskn gk 2
A" olds AU MR X A dolA dsta Y Rolek vt
Ak BAS) APelA o B ggol® BsA ST olefd LhjolA] ol
2 4 gl

L= Hebel] RIFFOE 7h 7] flste] f-2le] FA Sholl Fel o] oY 714
Aekar Azkgeh, ey 7P Fag A2 ofd Flojth

Hmho] FAe] Fitolw, whE A = 3H7é91 Fitol7] wiitel o] &4 S
olist= #F ]Oiok s}, AwA] g8y Y
1990 e A

HE Fokse] FAR A3tk Tgal a5l g Ae] TR o] PeE
SA8pAAL HEA71E Aol ok

F2 el 391 B v B2 pelh FAgeletE sheute ofwA w7h4 Sel
= AFT T AENE IS Atk 219 fE 3 A=l oFgAt A oAt 9
ol sl EARl el ik wuield nipjuigle] LdE SEEefol s,
1948\ =] ool Al ol Fote] el v 2L s dsly] 91 =]
Slofef gtk Tzlvke] Ll eAlS FAAYIAL vl G Feke ol5ohs Aol

FEA BAE A o) WMFF} vivkel] AFspew] Azke] oo AeEAS
Bash Fasih Mok 10 e eARE £ Sl slad, Hul
o AL 19624 o Fe] 2AH, AAHOE F&S FHPh 1w Felge
o8] FHANE AN ¥ 7)seh Fad adolth MFEFe] WEe] 19504
ool QE e mFEFe) sz Fek] wvlel Pelg velA £o Fsih G2}
%Y Ao ANABO ol s‘gwsau}. Sl AsIFelH gle] wuje) W,
waks g A wAe] o FEAQ JEHow dlste] H7bel WelE Wsith oleld
FEAY FAE AR SUATS HEQ 58 £58 oA 24 JAE Hn)
o} #EHQ WFS P AwARA Fulstn Yt

MFFOE Fe ol oleld 3744 Slo] we wAe] J|thea vk AR wh
o) kel4, Flleh wo) PAe] AlE o] oxlxFe ol e, Aok AR,

[-'1:1
2
r
T

=, vHAEr e 2 AAlC thEk Ade] FHoFgtolt

-65-



CHE DIFAfele] EFE2 HOEE flshiM FA2 & + USTP

Ui W) wea) asE Roln WREFelsh Ml whEA] els U Aol
B Al RET. 22T vellse He 15T $EoRRE 49 vlglcl
20 oA B2 e} 250l A1) LYK el 2 OWOP S
7o) ¥ R AL AT Tela i opAel M|oe] NFFe]
oJelA ZelEn S wol Wit} stozE wubnRRo el gat Bl %q A4
3} AEe
=]

Lo
=
)
o
tl
4
v
J;
rir

W Atk el wekske) AuE sgeh FAHe AveEe vl
FFol g J1o1E @ Aolth. el U, opdgl, AR BIPL AT
e} -

T

FAP O 3t A M hEe Ak Fod JTS gk o714 e o}
% Qgata ek vkl Sgs Aol FASl Y2 g A

ol o
fua ==
Ae AT

-66 -



"Towards Promoting & Deepening Asian Democracy
— Analysis on its Weakness and Challenges':
A Burmese Perspective

Aung Thu Nyein

Democratic Party for a New Society, Vice—President

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is my pleasure having a chance to share concerns of the Burmese people on their
democracy struggle and Asian democracy as a whole, in the occasion of this Asia
Democracy Forum. Eighteen years ago, in this week,there was a popular democracy
movement in South Korea and it could finally drive the country towards democracy and a
change for betterment of South Korean people. Next year in 1988, similar popular
democracy upraising was occurred in Burma and the Burmese called for democracy and
freedom. Unluckily, democracy is long overdue in Burma and we are, today, see
ourselves still in the struggle. While peoples of other countries are thinking consolidating

its democracy, the Burmese people are yet to think on democratization.

Let's me brief the background of Burmese democracy movement.

The military took over power from the democratically elected government in 1962 and
adopted one party system in Burma, claiming as "Burmese way to socialism". The
generals became the leaders of the country ruling party, Burma Socialist Programme

Party. Actually, the resources-rich and promising country went down to the road of
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poverty, by its isolationist policies and mismanagement of the socialist regime. Burma
became one of the least developed countries after 26 years of military rule. In 1988
August, the whole country revolted against one party rule and called for democracy,
freedom and multi-party elections. There was a brief democracy summer for Burma in
1988. However, the dream for democracy was ended up by brutal crackdown and another
military coup d'etat. I was one of the student activists who lead the democracy upraising
in 1988, and later I fled to Thai-Burma border in 1988. It has been 17 years in movement
now, but democracy for Burma is still a far dream. The military regime later hold a
multi-party general election in 1990, but again the regime neglected to honor the election
results after the pro-democracy party, the National League for Democracy (NLD) won a
landslide victory, 82% of seats in parliament.

Today, 17 years after democracy summer in Burma, the military still continue its rule
in Burma and 1,300 political activists are incarcerating their lives with lengthy
imprisonments in junta's infamous prisons. MP-elects from 1990 elections have been
either sent in jails, or forced to exile, or forced to resign from their positions throughout
these years. Some ethnic armed groups have agreed ceasefire with the junta, however
approximately 100,000 refugees ‘are still remaining in neighboring countries and million
of immigrants are working illegally in other countries because of country's moribund
economy. The military have seized a tight grip not only on power but also monopolized
the major pie of country's economy. Finally, there has been no political progress of any
kind in the intervening 16 years. Burma is yet a big pocket of oppression in today Asia

and this Asia Democracy Forum should not miss out the fact.

We have to commit we, the democrats, are not free of weaknesses. Even though Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi is the most popular and prominent figure of Burma democracy
movement, her party, the main opposition party had missed many golden opportunities to
make change in Burma and political deadlock is going on since the military denies its call
for a dialogue. We, the democrats, can contain the military, but yet to push them from the
throne or to a dialogue table. It is not secret we are still weak in unity and lack of a

common strategy how to end military rule in Burma.

We are not free of weaknesses.

If you would ask me, what are the three weaknesses of Burma democracy movement,

the most important are:
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e The movement still lacks a common strategy--where we have been pushing through
with impractical strategy for sometimes and still hard to convince all "the strategy"is of
their own and their interests are in this big basket. The Burmese should learn experiences
from other democracy movement and how other people have passed through their
transition to democracy.

e This makes the movement less unified, splintered, fractionized and driving our
efforts to various corners. Some, may be most of us are working in projects of petty
self-interest. Unity is most frequently-heard and most demanding calls, but yet still hard
to implement with unity in diversity and functional unity among our democratic group.

e Some of us are still working with short-term vision, rather than a long-term aim.
"Divide and rule" has been still working in the manipulating hands of the military and we

couldn't make escape from the traps, even we know well from the past experiences.

Challenges Ahead

I foresee there are several challenges ahead.of our struggle to bring democracy in
Burma, but the most important three are:

e The movement to understanding the nature and interests of the army, since the
Burmese army is part of the problem and part of the solution as well. Unlike colonial
power, the army has nowhere to go and it is important that the representatives we elected
in 1990 must understand how to deal with the military leaders and what would be their
personal and institutional interests. However, some peoples in the movement see
compromise is a sign of weakness and it is hard to convince to forgive the ruthless past of
the military rule.

e Another challenge ahead is to realize how we can build for national reconciliation
even during the struggle. Apart from our renowned figure Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, there
are no representative leaders in the movement. Burman, non-Burman divide must be
tackled and must efforts need to resolve for prolong and bloody ethnic conflict, began
since its days of independence in 1948. It is the only way to end divide and rule tactics
and for a ever lasting peace in Burma.

e Structural problems are also vital to observe why democracy is taking so long to take
roots in Burma. According to one of long time Burma academics, civil society in Burma
was systematically killed since 1962 and constraints by fear is still a main factor working
to lengthy military rule. Tradition of democracy was unlikely rooted in Burma during a

brief democracy rule in 1950s, since the country had flamed with civil war immediately
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after its independence and authoritarian rule has seeded the country with a tradition of
corruption and common reliance upon leader on the white horse. These structural
problems breed leadership cult, especially upon our imprisoned leader Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi to save Burma and people waiting in passivity.

There are many challenges waiting ahead, other than these three,on the road to
democracy. Some like, severity of the oppression, difficulties of communication between
people working inside and exile, weak civil societies, rampant poverty and finally a weak

connection to globalization.

What could the others, our friends from democratic societies, do for Burma?

I strongly believe, Burma must be changed and democracy must be prevailing in
Burma. However the Burmese should learn experiences from other democracy movement
and how other countries have strived during their transition. From this Asia Democracy
Forum, I think I have learn a lot and I am much encouraged and enthused by momentum
of democracy in our Asia region. Here by,.I would like to ask to friends to share your
experiences and tactics to our Burmese democrats in future. Additionally, I hope your
solidarity with Burma. International solidarity movement can. contribute a lot to Burma
democracy movement and regional countries like India, ASEAN, Japan and South Korea
have much important role to play for political pressure against the military and to block
its financial flows. Finally, I want to call your support to the Burmese democracy
movement and here [ would like to quote from a speech of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, once

she said, "Please use your liberty to promote liberty in Burma." Thank you.

End.
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